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• The four cemeteries combined equal a total of 25 acres.
• Cemetery standards suggest that one acre can hold 800 to 1,200 

burials. For simplicity, we allow for 1,000 burials per acre.
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• From statehood in 1816, Indianapolis has been the seat of Marion County government, 
and since 1970, Indianapolis and Marion County governments have been virtually one 
and the same, with the creation of “UniGov.” 

• Marion County has an area of 403 square miles, 98% of which is land. 
• According to the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR), there are 150 known 

pioneer cemeteries in Marion County, Greenlawn being the largest.
• African Americans were in Indianapolis before the city’s founding in 1821. It has long 

been accepted that the oldest public cemetery in Indianapolis, which accepted black 
burials, opened in 1863, leaving a question: Where were the black people buried 
before 1863?

• There are African American burial sites throughout Indiana, but not in Indianapolis. 
Because Indianapolis had Greenlawn Cemetery, which had a “Colored Section.” 
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• Greenlawn was not a cemetery; it was four cemeteries: old Burying Ground, New 
Burying Ground or City Cemetery or Union Cemetery, North Burying Ground or 
Peck’s Tract, and Greenlawn Park.

• There have been four recorded mass removals from Greenlawn:
1. 1,200 Union Veterans - North Burying Ground to Crown Hill Cemetery in 1866.
2. 1,200 early city residents - North Burying Ground to Crown Hill in 1911.
3. 2,000 pioneers - old Burying Ground to Floral Park in 1924.
4. 1,616 confederate prisoners - Greenlawn Park to Crown Hill Cemetery in 1931.
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Eleven Park developers give a first look at 
their $1 plus billion plan ahead of May 
2023 groundbreaking

• “The development will include a 
20,000-seat stadium, more than 600 
apartments, 205,000 square feet of 
office space, nearly 200,000 square feet 
for retail and restaurants, a hotel, and 
parking garages.”

• “In 2019, the Indiana General Assembly 
approved legislation that provides a 
framework. According to that 
legislation, said taxes from a special tax 
district collected from the Eleven Park 
development would pay back 80% of 
the cost of the stadium, while Indy 
Eleven would be on the hook to pay the 
remaining 20% of the cost and cover 
any shortfalls.”

• Clare Rafford, Indianapolis Star, February 17, 2023



Worley & Bracher, Map of Marion 
County, Indiana. Worley & Bracher, 
Philadelphia, 1866, 

Available also through the Library of Congress 
Web site as a raster image.

Image courtesy Library of Congress website

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4093m.la00015
8/?st=image&r=0.35,0.396,0.653,0.409,0
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Worley & Bracher, Map of Marion County, 
Indiana. Worley & Bracher, Philadelphia, 1866. 

• Map section of Indianapolis showing the 
location of Greenlawn Cemetery.

• Lot 133 New Burying Ground/Union 
Cemetery, Baseball Stadium (1834).

• Lot 134 North Burying Ground/Peck’s tract 
(1852), Diamond Reality (Diamond Chain).

• Lot 135 Green Lawn Park Cemetery (1860).

Note

Map section of Indianapolis, taken from original 
map and modified for research purposes.

Worley & Bracher, Map of Marion County, 
Indiana. Worley & Bracher, Philadelphia, 1866.

 



Greenlawn Cemetery
Indianapolis

• Greenlawn to become a park, part of the 
Indianapolis liner parks system and greenways

• The Parks Movement began in the 1850s and was 
common across the United States. Evidence of 
the Parks Movement is evident in larger urban 
environments, e.g., Central Park NYC and Rock 
Creek Park Washington D.C.

• Indianapolis Journal, March 7, 1897
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• Chaney Lively
• Thomas Magruder 
• S. Kelly
• John Tucker
• Several veterans of the American Revolution
• At least five members of the 28th USCT

• Image from the Indianapolis Journal

• Indianapolis Journal, October 1, 1902
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• Suggested location for the new Pesthouse, a 
place for people with incurable diseases, e.g., 
Tuberculosis. 

• Indianapolis News, February 15, 1902



Indianapolis
City Hospital

• Interior View 1900s
• Incurables Ward (Pest House)

• Wishard Nurse Collection       
courtesy Indiana State Archives 



• Map section of Indianapolis showing the 
location of Greenlawn Cemetery.

• Indianapolis, Baist Atlas, Plan 17, 1908
• Lot 133 New Burying Ground/Union Cemetery, 

Baseball Stadium
• Lot 134 North Burying Ground/Peck’s tract, 

Diamond Reality (Diamond Chain).
• Lot 135 Greenlawn Park Cemetery
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Indianapolis News, November 18, 1911 
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Indianapolis News, November 18, 1911
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Confederate Grave Marker
• Erected 1910
• Marked graves of 1,616 

confederate soldiers 
who died while held as 
prisoners of war (POW)

• Graves relocated to 
Crown Hill in 1931

• Marker relocated to 
Garfield Park in 1928
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• 1914, Indianapolis Sanborn Fire Map #1

• Insurance Maps, Indianapolis, Indiana, Volume #1, New York: Sanborn Map 
Company, 1914
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• Map section of Indianapolis showing the 
location of Greenlawn Cemetery.

• Indianapolis Baist Atlas, plan #17, 1916
• Lot 133 New Burying Ground/Union Cemetery, 

Baseball Stadium
• Lot 134 North Burying Ground/Peck’s tract, 

Diamond Reality (Diamond Chain).
• Lot 135 Greenlawn Park Cemetery



• Map section of Indianapolis showing the location of 
Greenlawn Cemetery.

• Indianapolis Baist Atlas, plan #17, 1929
• Lot 133 New Burying Ground/Union Cemetery, Baseball 

Stadium
• Lot 134 North Burying Ground/Peck’s tract, Diamond Reality 

(Diamond Chain).
• Lot 135 Greenlawn Park Cemetery
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• The city of Indianapolis claimed the original 
four-acre Burying Ground was full and in 
complete disrepair; it was ordered closed in 
1899.

• In 1924, the graves of 2,000 of the city’s 
earliest pioneers were relocated to Floral 
Park Cemetery.

Indianapolis News, June 19, 1925
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WPA Workers Find Bones of Pioneers
“…yesterday gave up the skeletons of three former 
Indianapolis residents believed to have been buried in 
the free corner, or “potter’s field” of the cemetery.  The 
remains were found by WPA workers employed on a 
flood prevention project along White River at Kentucky 
Avenue. Dirt from the east bank of the river, where the 
old cemetery was located, is being hauled to the west 
bank, making a wider flood channel and making possible 
a higher levee on the west side of the river.                                                                                
As the east bank was undermined yesterday, the 
skeletons were carried down with the dirt.”

Indianapolis Star, December 17, 1935
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John Dustman, 1820-April 30, 1855

Diamond Chain employees display a Fisk Metallic Burial Case, 
commonly known as a “cast iron coffin,” of John Dustman after it was 
unearthed and cleaned prior to this image being captured and before 
the coffin was reinterred at Crown Hill Cemetery, section 235, lot 247. 
The Fisk Metallic Burial Case was patented in 1848 by Almond Dunbar 
Fisk. The cast iron coffin was a popular selection for wealthy 
individuals in the mid-19th century. The average cast iron coffin costs 
upwards of one hundred dollars, while the average pine wood coffin 
costs less than five dollars. Cast iron coffins were often a deterrent to 
graverobbers. 











Greenlawn Cemetery
Indianapolis

Indianapolis News, October 16, 1980

Indianapolis Star, October 16, 1980
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• Conceptual Rendering of Eleven Park 
Site Plan. Courtesy of Keystone Group.

• The illustration shows complete 
redevelopment of the entire 25-acre 
Greenlawn Cemetery site. 

• Weintraut & Associates, “Authorization 
Request: Archaeological Monitoring 
Plan for Eleven Park in the Old 
Greenlawn Cemetery (CR-49-6), City of 
Indianapolis, Center Township, Marion 
County, Indiana,” March 2023, Figure-4, 
Page-8.
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• Mayor signs off on the plan September 2021
• Construction scheduled to begin May 2022
• Construction wrapped up September 2026
• DPW agrees to archeological removals before 

construction activities April 2024
• Site exploration 2-test boring 100 to 150’
• It is not known how many burials will be 

disturbed by construction at the former 
Greenlawn cemetery.

• Because of the lack of grave markers and 
records, any human remains, or burial 
artifacts encountered will most likely be out 
of context and treated as an accidental 
discovery.

• Section 106 investigation was part of the 
permitting process, with USACE as the lead 
agency.

• Any situ human remains, burial objects, 
grave markers, or other burial-related items 
will be recovered and reinterred at a later 
date. 

• If human remains are encountered, they will 
be removed by an anthropologist. Taken to a 
laboratory for examination and possible 
identification. At some point in the future, 
the remains will be reinterred at a local 
cemetery, and a report will be written that 
the citizens will be able to access. 







Greenlawn Cemetery Indianapolis
Bring It On! – February 19, 2024: 
Indianapolis Development and Greenlawn 
Cemetery Remains

• On today’s edition of Bring It On!, 
hosts, Clarence Bone and Liz Mitchell, 
speak with Leon Bates, local 
Indianapolis historian and former 
guest of Bring It On!, and Judith 
Thomas, Deputy Mayor of 
Neighborhood Engagement for the 
City of Indianapolis, about respecting 
the remains from Greenlawn Cemetery 
as the land is being developed. In 
addition, the city is putting together a 
commission to recommend how best 
to memorialize the history of 
Greenlawn once the bridge project is 
complete.

https://wfhb.org/news-public-affairs/bring-it-
on-february-19-2024-indianapolis-
development-and-greenlawn-cemetery-
remains/ 

https://wfhb.org/news-public-affairs/bring-it-on-february-19-2024-indianapolis-development-and-greenlawn-cemetery-remains/
https://wfhb.org/news-public-affairs/bring-it-on-february-19-2024-indianapolis-development-and-greenlawn-cemetery-remains/
https://wfhb.org/news-public-affairs/bring-it-on-february-19-2024-indianapolis-development-and-greenlawn-cemetery-remains/
https://wfhb.org/news-public-affairs/bring-it-on-february-19-2024-indianapolis-development-and-greenlawn-cemetery-remains/
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PBS
Secrets of the Dead
• S16 Ep5
• The Woman in the Iron Coffin
• Premiere: 10/3/2018 | 00:55:11 | TV-PG | 
• Follow a team of forensic experts as they 

investigate the preserved remains of a young 
African American woman from 19th-century 
New York and reveal the little-known story of 
early America’s free Black communities.

• Streaming until: 3/13/2024 @ 11:59 PM EDT

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/woman-in-
the-iron-coffin-about-the-film/3923/ 

https://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/woman-in-the-iron-coffin-about-the-film/3923/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/woman-in-the-iron-coffin-about-the-film/3923/
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Leon E. Bates
Ph.D. Student

Department of Pan African Studies
University of Louisville 


	Slide Number 1
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Indianapolis�City Hospital
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis�
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis�����������Indianapolis News, November 18, 1911�
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Slide Number 23
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis 
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Greenlawn Cemetery �site redevelopment�
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Greenlawn Cemetery Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery Indianapolis
	Greenlawn Cemetery�Indianapolis



